INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES

Alien species are organisms (plants and animals, but
also fungi, bacteria and viruses) introduced by humans
outside their natural range, either intentionally or
accidentally. Some of them successfully establish

and thrive in the new environment, having negative
impacts and becoming invasive. It is these invasive alien
species (IAS) that pose serious threats to the survival

of many native species and are among the main causes
of biodiversity loss. They also can have serious social,
economic and human health consequences.

LIFE ASAP

Life ASAP — Alien Species Awareness Program —is

a national campaign on IAS with two aims: increasing
public awareness of the threats posed by these
species; promoting better prevention and effective
management of IAS across all components

of our society.

EUROPEAN REGULATION

The threat from IAS is so severe that the European
Union has adopted the Regulation (EU) no. 1143/2014,
which lists the actions needed to prevent their
introduction and spread; a special emphasis is placed
on the ban on possession and transportation, as well as
on stricter border controls. Currently, the Regulation
applies to 49 species, 33 of which are present in Italy.
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DON'T LET THEM TRAVEL

A significant increase in the number of introductions
of IAS has been observed in the last few decades as a
result of the growing movement of goods and people
around the world due to globalization.

Travelling is now much easier than in the past,

and international travellers and their luggage become
one of the most important pathways

of introduction of IAS.

While travelling, we are often unaware of the risks
connected to the transportation of plants and animals.
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